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INTRODUCTION 
A caste in India is fairly definable as an endogamous group or even as a 
collection of endogamous groups, bearing a common name, whose members 
follow traditionally a single occupation or certain cognate occupations, have by 
fact of llclion a common origin and are generally deemed of form a 
homogenous unit, whose constituent parts are more closely allied to one another 
than to any other section of society. (Encyclopaedia Britannica, vol. 4.1910, p-
977). The caste system, which is a system of stratification has always been 
important for understanding the Indian society. It has become all the more 
relevant in view of the emergence and assertion of caste militancy and resultant 
caste conflicts. The provision of job reservation for certain castes and the 
opposition expressed and some what confined, bitter feeling to the fore. 
A.L. Kroeber defined caste as - an endogamous and hereditary 
subdivision of an ethnic unit occupying a position of superior or inferior rank 
or social esteem in comparison with other such sub-divisions. 
Caste has been variously defined by both Indian and European scholars. 
The factors emphasized by scholars in their definitions center round endogamy, 
hereditary professions, exclusive sociul classes with codified social distance, 
ritual ranking of society etc. 
This study aims at exploring changing socio-economic condition of 
Hindu Backward Castes in Lttar Pradesh. It is not an empirical study, indeed, it 
is a review of existing sociological studies and census data related with Hindu 
Backward Castes. The study is organized into three chapters excluding 
introductory and concluding chapters. Question of Hindu Backward Castes or 
Other Backward Classes has become socially and politically very important in 
post-independent India especially after the implementation ol~ Mandal 
Commission recommendation in 1990. Many changes have taken place' oi 
taking place among Hindu Backward Castes, due to various socio-economic 
and political factors. Scholars have not paid as much attentions to explore these 
changes as they should be, therefore, there is paucity of sociological literature 
on Hindu Backward Castes in Uttar Pradesh. We hope this study will fill up a 
gap in sociological literature on Hindu Backward Castes. It would of some use 
to future researchers. 
The study mainly focus on the Hindu Backward Classes/ Castes and 
changes among them, fhe first chapter "Hindu Backward Castes: Sociological 
and Legal Perspectives" explain the concept of castes and Backward Castes. 
Caste system has been existing in India since, time immemorial. It is one of the 
institution of Indian society, which does not have its parallel in other societies. 
Therefore, it has been referred as unique institution of Indian society, but the 
concept of 'Backward castes' did not exist before British rule indeed it has its 
origin in colonial administration British administrator began to use the word 
'Backward Classes" for (hose castes of Hindus, who occupied lowest position in 
caste hierarchy and were considered untouchables. Later on, they coined the 
word depressed classes for untouchable. The word Backward Classes, therefore, 
was used for those castes of Hindus who were neither untouchable nor twice-
born. Backward Classes consisted of Hindu castes of middle rank, these middle 
ranking castes arc generally referred as "1 lindu Backward Castes". 
In post independent India the word 'Other Backward Classes" is used for 
middle rank Hindu castes, while, the word Backward Classes includes 
untouchables or scheduled castes, jan-jati or scheduled tribes and middle 
ranking castes or Other Backward Classes. The word Other Backward Classes 
is a legal category, which include not only castes of Hindus but also of non-
Hindus. 
During British rule words such as backward classes and depressed 
classes were used for those castes/ communities who were identified socially 
discriminated and therefore, require preferential treatment for their uplift. 
Initially, these terms included both 'touchable' and 'untouchable' caste except 
some castes of higher status. After scheduling untouchables as a separate 
category for preferential treatment. Two major species of usage emerge. 
1. As the more inclusion group of all those who need special treatment. 
2. As a stratum higher than the untouchables but none the less depressed this 
double usage continues today: 
The former in the usage of backward classes in the wide sense, 
(including scheduled castes and scheduled tribes) the later in the usage as 
equivalent to other backward classes (Marc Galenter 1984 : 154). 
The term Backward Castes are loosely been used in the constitution and 
now mainly refers to the other backward castes and few backward segment of 
minorities. They are also placed above the untouchables groups and below the 
twice-born castes. They need special up lift. In 1937 the State of Travancore 
used the term 'backward' communities to include all educationally and 
economically weak communities. But in Madras Presidency the term 
'Backward classes' was used to refer to the state above the untouchables the 
term backward classes had no uniform meaning at the national level. Hence 
after the Independence a Commission at all Indian level was appointed in 1953 
under the chairmanship of Kaka Kalekar lo find out which castes of Hindus and 
Muslims were really backward, according to certain standards educational. 
social, economic etc. The Commission had also to find out the difficulties under 
which they work and to make recommendation with regard to the steps to be 
taken by union or any state to remove such difficulties and improve their 
condition. The commission prepared a list of 2,399 castes and concomits and 
suggested several measures for their social and economic development. About 
70% of India's total population was considered backward using castes as the 
key factor in listing. 
The Second Backward Classes Commission known as Mandal 
Commission was appointed in 1978-79 under Article 340 of the constitution. 
The Commission observed that backwardness was both social and educational, 
caste was also a class of people. In case of caste as a whole was found socially 
and educationally backward, reservation for the entire caste could be allowed. 
According to the Mandal Commission Report the OBCs constitute nearly 52% 
of India's total population. The Commission identified castes and communities 
as backward and recommended a reservation of 27% of government jobs and 
educational facilities for them. 
Second chapter "Hindu Backward Castes of Uttar Pradesh" identifies the 
Hindu Backward Castes of Uttar Pradesh as per Census of India, 1931. Uttar 
Pradesh is the most populous state of India, and divided into three eco-cultural 
zones. 
1. The mountainous region in the north transferred to Uttaranchal 
2. The plains in the middle 
3. The hilly regions of the South. 
Uttar Pradesh is bounds by ten boundaries of the other state that is 
Uttaranchal, Nepal, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Delhi, Rajasthan. Madh\a 
Pradesh, Chattisgarh, Bihar and Jharkand. 
Of the total population of Uttar Pradesh, 80% are Hindus, 17% Muslims, 
0.12% Christains, 0.4% Shikhs, 0.18% Buddhist, 0.12% Jain and 0.005% others 
(Census of India, 2001). 
Ethnographically, Uttar Pradesh has the fourth highest concentration of 
307 communities, in which 88 communities of them belong to the schedule 
castes, 70 communities of Muslim minorities, 22 communities to schedule 
tribes, 19 communities belong to the denotified communities. Of whom Hindus 
and Muslims form high proportion. The Census of India 1931, which is the last 
census that provides caste wise information, which divides the population into 
three categories: 
1. Untouchables 
2. Depressed classes. 
3. Backward classes. 
Depressed classes have been further classified into two sub-categories 
untouchable & depressed, and touchable & depressed. And backward classes 
into -
1. Criminal tribes 
2. Other tribes and castes both Hindu and Muslim. 
The third chapter explicitly analyses the changes among Hindu 
Backward Castes of Uttar Pradesh in general term due to the paucity of 
literature. Hindu Backward Castes are heterogeneous and differ from one 
another in terms of their demography, social status and occupational traditions. 
Changes among Hindu Backward Castes are therefore, not homogenous. Nature 
and intensity of change vary from one caste to another depending upon its 
economic position, occupational heritage and social status. 
Although the changes started taking place in the lile condition of 
Backward Castes from colonial India, speed of changes accelerated alter 
independence. Democratic secular India initiated various measures for bringing 
about changes in the life condition of downtrodden and marginalized section of 
society in order to promote constitutional principle of social justices. As a result 
of these measures and other socio-economic and educational development in 
the country niany changes have taken place among Hindu Backward Castes. 
Although the each factor of change is important for accessing change among 
them. Two factors are of quite significance these are land reform policy which 
was implemented just immediately after independence in Uttar Pradesh and 
implementation of Second Backward Classes Commission recommendation in 
1990. Besides there are special schemes of government for enumerating 
condition of Hindu Backward Castes, however, benefits of these schemes have 
not been percolated down in uniform way. The conditions of some backward 
castes have improved more than other. 
And the last chapter is the conclusion which is having an overall picture 
ofthe work done. 
OBJECTIVES OE THE STUDY 
The purpose of this study is to identify Hindu backward caste of Uttar 
Pradesh and to analyses various kind of changes, which have taken place 
among these castes as well as to examine difference in the development of 
various cas(cs. The sUid\' would examine existing lilernture in relation to aspect 
of the study it, in therefore, the study would be based on secondary source 
materials like Census reports, magazine. Newspaper, Journals, book etc. 
CHAPTER -1 
Hindu Backward Castes; 
Sociological and Legal Perspectives 
\\ (f 1 
CHAPTER! 
HINDU BACKWARD CASTES: SOCIOLOGICAL AND LEGAL 
PERSPECTIVES 
Cdstc system has been existing in India since, time immemoiial It is one 
of the institution of [ndian society which does not have its parallel m other 
societies Therefore, it has been referred as unique institution of Indian society, 
but the concept of 'Backward Castes' did not exist before Bntish rule It has its 
origin in Colonial administration During British rule words such as 'Backward 
Classes' and 'Depressed Classes' were used for those castes/ communities who 
were identified socially discriminated and, therefore, require preferential 
treatment for their upliftment However, these terms did not acquire definite 
meaning whose definitions, differed from region to region Initially, these terms 
included both 'touchable' and 'untouchable' caste, except some castes of higher 
status After scheduling untouchables as a separate category for preferential 
treatment Two major species of usage emerge 
1 As the more inclusion group of all those who need special treatment 
2 As a stratum higher than the untouchables but nonetheless depressed This 
double usage continues today the former m the usage of Backward 
Classes in the wide sense (including Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
tribes) the later in the usage as equivalent to Other Backward Classes 
(Marc Galenter 1984 159) 
The Constitution of India use the word 'Backward Classes' but does not 
define it, it is left to stcite to define Backward Classes. Government of India set 
up two Commission popularly known as Kaka Kalekar Commission (1953) and 
Mandal Commission (1979) for the identification of Backward Classes (other 
Backward Classes) other than scheduled castes and scheduled tribes Many 
State Government have also appointed Backward Classes Commission for the 
purpose These Other Backward Classes are distinguished from twice-born 
castes and from untouchables and tribals Therefore, they are popularly referred 
as 'Backward Castes'. 
Caste Division 
Like, the word Backward Caste/ Other Backward Classes, the word 
caste, did not exist before 16*' century, m India. Words such as Varnas and 
Jatis were used for the social division of people and their hierarchical status, it 
was Portuguese who first used the word 'caste' for hierarchical groupings 
among Indians The word caste has been derived from the Portuguese and 
Spanish word 'casta' which means "properly something not mixed from the 
Latin 'castus' 'chaste '. The word seems to have been used in the sense of race 
by the Spaniards and to have applied to India by the Portuguese m the middle 
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of the 15" century. In English there is a use (caste) in the sense of race in 1555, 
and the Indian sense is encountered at the beginning of 17''' century, the French 
spelling, caste, is scarcely found before 1800. In French, Litire record thai the 
word was only inserted in the Dictionary of the Academy in I 740, and appears 
neither in buretiere nor Richelel. It was used in the lechnical sense al least 
from 1700. In English, as in French, there was for a long time no distinction 
between caste and tribe, and a confusion with the ancient division of Indian 
society into four categories. Thus littre writes: Each of the tribes into which 
Indian society is divided. There are four caste The derived seme of 
'exclusive group' as in the expression 'caste .spirit' is found in both language ". 
(Louis DumOTt 1966.57-58) 
Subsequently, sociologists, while distinguishing between varna and Jatis, 
use the word caste for Jati. They argue, that caste are many while vamas are 
only four. "One of the most pervasive features of the caste system is that by its 
values. The entire population of a region is divided and sub-divided and these 
sub-division further sub-divided". (Andre Beteille, 1965: 146) and therefore 
Indian used the word Jati for both 'Caste' and 'Sub-Caste', it is also used for 
caste category and caste association. Thus, flutton writes that "ihere arc 
thought to be some 3,000 caste in India, and it would need an encyclopedia to 
deal with them all. Some are derived from tribal or racial elements, some are 
occupational being of the nature, originally perhaps of guild of artificers or 
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craflsmen, some are lernlonal, some religious and so forth. The original bond 
M'hich united the members of a caste has often been different in different cases, 
hut it is suggested the society of the country as a whole has been built up by the 
integration of these different units into an organic community and one into 
which a new unit is fitted without difficulty". (1969 2) similarlv G S Ghurvc 
says that - "In each Hnguistic area there were about two hundred groups called 
caste with distinct names, birth in one of which usually, determined the status in 
society of a given individual, which were divided into about 2000 smaller units 
generally known as sub-caste, fixing the limits of marriage and effective social 
life and making for specific cultural tradition (1969:27). 
Thus, there are innumerable caste or jatis in India, which evolved over a 
long period of time through various process, such as fission, fussion, migration 
assimilation etc These innumerable, jatis are organized into jati-group and jati-
clusters at the village tuid regional level. A jati is consisted of social groups, 
such as family, lineage and jati-group. Argues Mandelbum, he writes-jati-
group is another unit withm a jati. In addition, some jatis have clan groupings 
Two jati-groups in a village may use the same language, have the same 
traditional occupation, £ind follow much the same jati customs, yet the members 
of each will cherish some unique traits that distinguish them from other groups. 
Other in the village may lump the two jati-groups together; usually the 
members of the two do not. A different kmd of distinction is commonly made 
with a jati Some families are recognized as being more prestigious than other 
either because of wealth education, ancestral honour or for other reasons The 
class like distinction are not necessarily formalized (yet such distinctions have 
sometimes led to the establishment of formal sections with a jati and 
occasionally to the forination of new jatis which higher families spilt off from 
the rest) In sum, villager's interchange with others of his jati is largely through 
his roles as members of his family lineage and jati-groups" (Ibid, 1984 15-
17) 
But when a villager interacts with members of other jatis, he follows 
interactional rules of his jati-cluster A jati-cluster- is a set of separate jatis 
classed together under one name whose members are treated by other as having 
the same general status It is easier to deal with many people, as one must in a 
complex society by usmg jati- cluster categories rather than by regulatmg one's 
own behaviour to each mdividual m terms of such narrower social distinction as 
those of family or Imeage or jati The jatis that are classed together are usually 
similar m traditions, occupation, jati-practices and relative rank" (Ibid 19) 
Thus, neither a jati nor a jati-cluster is consisted of groups, having 
similar or uniform social status and economic condition Indeed, they are units 
composed of groups of different status and life condition Hence, sociologist 
argue that it is ver>' difficult to define caste or jati precisely (A M Shah) 
However, attempt had been made to define caste at empirical level M.N. 
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Srinivas define, "caste as a hereditary, endogamous, usually localized groups, 
having a traditional association with an occupation, and a particular position 
m the local hierarchy of castes. Relation between castes are governed among 
other thing, by the concepts of pollution and purity and generally maximum 
commensality occurs within the caste ". (1977: 3). 
Here, a caste is assumed to be identifiable which is not true For " a caste 
IS usually segmented into several sub-castes and each sub-caste is 
endogomus". (Ibid: 3) 
Caste Hierarchy 
Hierarchy is most pervasive feature of caste system. It exists both in fact 
and design Sociologists make a distinction between hierarchy of jati and 
hierarchy of vamas v^ /hile the former differ from region to region, later, exists 
across the country. M.N. Srinivas writes that - "the popular impression of the 
hierarchy is a clear-cut one, derived from the idea of Varna with Brahmms at 
the top and Hanjans at the bottom. But, as a matter of fact, only the two 
opposite ends of the hierarchy are relatively fixed; between and especially m 
the middle regions. There is considerable room for debate regarding mutual 
position. In a dispute over rank each caste would cite as evidence of its 
superiority the items of its dietary, the other caste groups from which it 
accepted or refused to accepts cooked food and water, the ritual it performed 
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and the custom it observed its traditional privileges and disabilities and the 
myth of the origm The fact that mutual position is arguable, if not vague over 
great areas of the hierarchy permits social mobility" (1979 5,6) 
Thus, hierarchical position of middle rankmg caste differ from region to 
region and within a region from one location to other "some times the same jati 
will be ranked higher m one village than m another not many miles awav 
(M N Srmivas, 1966 2-12) Similar to hierarchy rules for governing inter-caste 
relationship are not fixed They differ from region to region 
In this way, caste system, contains innumerable units whose status and 
occupation vary from one region to another There are differences at each level, 
at the level of jati, at the level of jati-cluster, and at the level of region How 
could one formulate a uniform concept of Backward Caste or identify Other 
Backward Classes in the context of multiple divisions of caste and their varied 
tradition, occupation and status*^  This is the question which is generally raised 
by sociologist who contest, the classificatioi^ of caste into which is called 
forward and backward 
If one look caste from within as Louis Dumont has said, one would find 
innumerable castes and their sub-division Does it mean caste has no system"^  
Louis Dumont argues, that it has a system if one looks at it from out side He 
writes - "The caste, unified from the outside, is divided withm This is why 
the whole should not be seen by starting from the notion of the element m terms 
of which It would be known through tne number and nature of the constituent 
'elements' but by starting from the notion ci" the system m terms of which 
certam fixed principles govem the arrangement of fluid and fluctuatmg 
elements" (Ibid 1966 17) He further writes "if the element can not be defined 
than let us try to define the system, which is apparently constant and quasi-
organic" (Ibid 72) 
He pictured caste system as a "linear order gomg from the highest to the 
lowest, a transitive non- cyclic order each caste is lower than those which 
precede it and higher than those which follow it and they are all comprised 
between the. extreme points" (Ibid 76), Underlying this order is found a system 
of oppositions a stmcture "This opposition underlies hierarchy, which is the 
superiority of the pure to the impure, underlies separation because the pure and 
the impure must be kept separate, and underlies the division of labour because 
pure and impure occupations must like wise be kept separate The whole is 
founded on the necessary and hierarchical co-existence of the two opposites" 
(Ibid 81) The opposition is manifested m many macroscopic form m the 
contrast between Biahmans and untouchable 
There are many castes which are ranked between Brahmans and 
untouchables How would one define hierarchical position of such caste*^  Varna 
classification helps us in this regards Although Varna, classification is different 
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from caste system, it has bearmg on caste system In fact, one cannot 
understand caste system without the reference of vamas Moreover, vamas are 
legitimized m term of beliefs There are four vamas namely, Brahmans, 
Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Sudras which are found across the country "The set 
of the foui vamas divides into two the last category that of the sudias is 
opposed to the block of the first three, whose members are twice-bom m the 
sense that they participate in initiation, second birth and m the religious life in 
general" (Ibid 106) 
Since, untouchables, are placed out side the vama scheme, sudras, the 
vamas of haves not, whose duty was to serve, the top three vamas, are defined 
as "Backward Caste" (Meenakshi Jain) Sudras, are not homogenous category it 
contams, innumerable castes of different status and power "There are at one 
extreme the dominant, landowning, peasant castes, which wield power and 
authority over local Vaishyas and Brahmins, where as at the other extreme are 
the poor, near untouchable groups living just above the pollution line The 
category also includes the many artisan and servicmg castes" (M N 
Srmivas, 1966 10) Hence, Shudras comprised of caste having higher and lower 
social status and economic position 
17 
Backward Caste: Administrative view 
Hindu Backward Castes are now included in the administrative/ legal 
category of castes called Other Backward Classes Havmg its origin in the 
colonial administration, the category of OBCs has been evolved over a period 
of time In the begmnmg Backward Castes were included m caste categories 
called 'Backward Classes' and 'Depressed Classes' "At the time of 
Independence the tenn "Backward Classes" had a less fixed and definite 
reference the term has been around for sometime, but, it had a variety of 
referents, it had shifted rapidly in meaning, and it had come to mean different 
things in different places" The term "Backward Classes" first acquired a 
technical meaning in the princely state of Mysore m which Backward 
Communities were identified for the purpose of prefential recruitment m 1921 
(Marc Galanter, 19S4 154-56) All communities except Brahmins were 
identified as backward There, the distmction between backward and depressed 
classes was not made Indeed, both these term were used synonymously, similar 
kind of usage, existed m Bombay where Government Resolution of 1925, 
defined Backward Classes "as all except Brahmms, Prabhu Marwaris, Parsis, 
Banias and Christams" (Ibid 156) 
The Hartog Committee (1982) "Included depressed classes, aboriginals, 
hill tribes, and crimmal tribes m the definition of Backward Classes" Similarly, 
Indian central committee of 1929, "included aboriginals, criminal tribes, and 
other among the less advanced of the inhabitants of British India" m Backward 
Classes This committee, thus, not only included depressed classes but also 
tribal m the category of Backward Classes (Ibid 156). In this way, concept of 
Backward Classes was comprehensive and no distinction was made between 
backward and depressed classes rn (he beginnmg 
Synonymously, usage of the term depressed classes and back ward 
classes was contested on the grounds differed from region to region While, 
people of south and western India contested the synonymous usage of the tcim 
on the ground that distmction should be made between untouchable and 
Backward Classes, while, the Hindus of united province (present day Uttar 
Pradesh) argued that people are reluctant to adopt the nomenclature of 
depressed classes, so they pleaded for the use of Hindu Backward Classes, 
which included non-dwija caste of both touchable and untouchable. In this way 
the term 'Backward Classes' could not be rigorously define nor could 
distinction be made between Backward Classes and depressed classes After, 
the listing of Scheduled caste, the usage as a synonym for untouchable drop 
away Two major species of usage emerge 
1. As the more inclusion group of all those who need special treatment. 
2. As a stratum higher then the untouchable but nonetheless depressed. This 
double usage contmues today: the former in the usage of Backward 
Classes in the wide sense (including Scheduled caste and Scheduled 
tribes) the latter in the usage as equivalent to "Other Backward Classes" 
(Ibid 159) 
Constitutional Provisions: 
The constitution of India identifies, some categories of people which 
deserve, preferential treatment for their uplift, Such categories of people which 
are mentioned in the Constitution are Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribes, 
socially and educationally Backward Classes, weaker sections and Other 
Backward Classes. As the Constitution of India does not define these terms, the 
term of scheduled caste and scheduled tribes are used for those castes which 
have been subjected to the practice of untouchability in the past and those 
people who are livmg in excluded areas and have tribal origin. In contrast, to 
these two categories of people terms, such as socially and educationally 
Backward Classes, weaker sections, other Bac/ward Classes are generally used 
for those castes which are neither untouchable and tribal nor belong to three 
twice-bom vamas Article 15 uses the term "socially and educationally 
Backward Classes" Article 16 (4) mentions "Backward Classes of citizens" 
while, Article 46, uses the tenm "weaker section" The term "Other Backward 
Classes" is mentioned in Article 338 (10) Article 340-allows president to 
"appomt a Commission to investigate the conditions of socially and 
educationally Backward Classes within the teiritory of India and the difficulties 
under which they labour and to make recommendations as to the step that 
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should be taken by the Union or any State to remove such difficulties and to 
improve their condition" 
Under these Constitutional provisions Government of India and 
government of various States appomt Backward Classes Commission (S) for 
the identification of Backward Castes 
FIRST BACKWARD CLASSES COMMISSION OF INDIA 
On 29 January 1953, the first Backward Classes Commission known as 
Kaka Kalekar Commission was set up which submitted its report in 1955 
revealing the four criteria for identification of socially and educationally 
Backward Classes 
1 Low social position m the traditional caste hierarchy of Hindu society 
2 Lack of genera] educational advancement among the major section of a 
caste or community 
3 Inadequate or no representation m goxemment services 
4 Inadequate representation m the field of trade, commerce and industry 
On the basis of all these criteria Kaka Kalekar Commission prepared a 
list of 2,399 Backward Castes or Communities for the entire country and 837 of 
them were classified as most backward But Kalekar Commission could not 
present an unanimous list There were some members who were opposed to 
linkmg caste with backwardness when the report was present, the government 
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refused to accept caste as a criterion of backwardness (A Ramaiah, 1992 
1205) 
SECOND BACKWARD CLASSES COMMISSION OF INDIA 
The second Backward Classes Commission was set up on f January 
1979, populaily known as Mandal Commission undei the Chaiimanship of B P 
Mandal The Commission evolved eleven criteria for determinmg social and 
educational backwardness into three major headmg as follow -
Social: 
1 Castes/Classes considered as socially backward by others 
2 Castes/Classes that mainly depend on manual labour for their livelihood 
3 Castes/Classes where at least 25% females and 10% males at an age state 
average get married at an age below 17 years m rural areas and least 10% 
females and 5% males do so m urban areas. 
4 Castes/Classes where participation of females m work is at least 1% above 
the state average 
Educational: 
5. Caste/Classes where the number of children in the age group of 5 -15 
year's who never attended school is at least 2% above the state average 
6. Caste/Classes where the rate of stj.dent drop out m the age group of 5-15 
years at least 25% above the state average 
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7 Caste/Classes amongst whom the proportion of matriculates is at least 
25% below the state average. 
Economic: 
8 Caste/Classes where the average value of family assets is at least 25% 
below the state aiverage 
9 Caste/Classes where the number of families living in kuccha houses is 
least 25% above that state average 
10 Caste/Classes where the sources of drinking water is beyond half a 
kilometer for more than 50% of the house holds 
11 Caste/Classes where the number of house holds having taken consumption 
loan IS at least 25% above the state average 
The Commission prepared a list of 3,743 castes covering about 52% of 
the total population of India as Other Backward Classes The Mandal 
Commission submitted its report in 1980, the report become a bone of 
contention m 1990, when it was implemented The Commission lecommended 
a reservation of 27% for the Other Backward Classes m Central Government 
Services The Mandal Commission emphasized that both education and social 
criteria in combined form, should be used to enlist any caste or communily ab 
the Backward Classes The Commission argued that the economic factor of any 
community or caste should not be considered to judge the backwardness and 
forwardness of the categories (Ibid 1207) 
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Many question have been raised against the methodology and the 
evidences, for the identification of Backward Classes, which included both 
Hindus and Non-Hindus Foremost, criticism, of the Commission is its mixing 
caste with class which are sociologically different it has been argued that manN-
people of Backward Caste have become prosperous, they reached to the level of 
middle or higher classes. Therefore, why should not higher or middle classes of 
Backward Caste be excluded from the list of Backward Classes'^  This is the 
question which is vehemently raised by people who oppose reservation of 
Backward Classes m the institution of higher learning. 
But issue, related with the sociological distinction between caste and 
class is settled by the .Indian Court which decided that caste and class m India 
are inseparable. "The Courts generally permit the use of the word 'Caste' for 
'Class' they lay down specific conditions for considering any caste as a 
'Backward Class'. The Supreme Court in the Rajendra Case (1968) stated, 'If 
the caste as a whole is socially and educationally backward, reservation can be 
made in favour of such a caste on the ground that it is a socially and 
educationally backward class of citizens In another judgement the same year, 
in the case of Sagar vs. State of Andhra Pradesh the Supreme Court stated, 'In 
the context in which it occurs, the expression "class" means a homogeneous 
section of the people grouped together because of certain likenesses or common 
traits and who are identifiable by some common attributes such as status, rank, 
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occupation, residence m a locality, race, religion and the like' In 1971, 
judgement m the case of Periakaruppan vs State of Tamil Nadu, the Supreme 
Court reiterated both the above views In a 1972 judgement m the case of 
Balaram vs State of Ajidhra Pradesh, the Supreme Court went a step further 
when it stated that a caste may be a 'Backward class' not with standing the 
presence m it of a 'few individual (who are) both socially and educationally 
above the general average" (A M Shah, 1996 177) 
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CHAPTER-2 
HINDU BACKWARD CASTES OF U.P. 
General Background 
Uttar Pradesh is the most populous state of India. It has 16,61,97,923 
(Census 2001) which constitute about 16 4% of the total population of India 
Uttar Pradesh has a long history, and was known as Madhya Desh or the middle 
country of Aryavarta £ind as Hindustan m the medival period In the colonial 
period, in 1902, the territory was brought under the single administration of the 
province of Agra and Awadh In 1921, it was rechristened as united provinces 
of Agra and Awadh with Lucknow as its capital In 1931, the name was 
changed to the united province After, independence the two princely state of 
Rampur and tehri-Garhwal were merged with the province In January 1950, 
emerged the present state of Uttar Pradesh, and is often known simply as U P, 
and m 2000, the new state of Uttranchal was carved out of Uttar Pradesh and 
constitute an area of 2,40,928,sq km The state is divided into three eco-cultuial 
zones 
1 The mountainous region in the north transferred to Uttamchal 
2 The plains in the middle 
3 The hilly regions of the South 
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Uttar Pradesh is bounds on the north by Uttranchal and Nepal, on the 
north-west by Himachal Pradesh, on the west by Haryana, Delhi and Rajasthan, 
and South by Madhya Pradesh and Chattisgarh and on the east by Bihar and 
Jharkand For convience of administration Uttar Pradesh is divided in 70 
districts which are further sub-divided in 306 tehsils The districts are grouped 
to foim 14 mandal (levcnue division) each headed by an divisional commission 
Of the total population of Uttar Pradesh 133,979,263 are Hmdus which 
constitute 80 61%, 30,740,158 are Muslims which is 17%, 212,578 are 
Christams constitute 0 12%, 578,059 are Sikhs which is 0 40%, 302 031 are 
Buddhist which is 0 18%, 207,111 are Jains which is 0 12% and 9,281 are other 
which is 0 005% of the total population of Uttar Pradesh (census 2001) 
Ethnographically, Uttar Pradesh has the fourth highest concentration of 
communities 307, next only to Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh of the total communities studied by POI (People of India), 88 
communities of them belong to the scheduled castes, 70 communities to the 
Muslim mmonties, 22 communities to the scheduled tribes, 19 communities 
belong to the denotified communities and so on Most of the communities 231 
(75 27%) profess Hindusim followed by Islam 70 (22 8%), Buddhism 9 
(2 93%), Sikkism 5 (1 63%), Jainism 7 (0 65%) and so on Of the whom the 
scheduled caste and Muslim minorities form a high proportion (K S Smgh 
2005) 
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HINDU BACKWAflD CASTES / CLASSES OF UTTAR PRADESH AS 
PER CENSUS OF INDIA, 1931: 
Census of India 1931, is the last census that provides caste-wise 
information It classified castes and tribes into three category as 
1 Untouchables 
2 Depressed classes 
3 Backward classes 
Census of India, reported that untouchables and depressed classes are 
entirely a creation of Brahmanic Hindu society, fmdmg no equivalent m any 
other religious or social community Backward classes naturally are met withm 
ail communities (1931 626) 
1. tntouchables:-
Census of India (1931), define an untouchables "as a person physical 
contact with whom entails purification on the part of a high caste or twice-bom 
Hindu, 1 e a Brahman, Kshattriya or Vaishya There are no castes in this 
province who pollute by merely coming within a specified distance as the south 
of India Even today there are castes in the south of India who pollute a 
Brahman at a distance of twenty four, thirty-six or even sixty-four feet In 
these provinces it is only personal touch which causes defilemenf 
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Disabilities which fo]]ow from untouchables are -
1 Exclusion from temple, 
2 Refusal of Brahmans to perform religious ceremonies, 
3 Exclusion from village wells (Ibid 627) 
2. Depressed Classes:-
Those primitive or semi-pnmilive tribes and people who followed 
unclean occupations are depressed classes Depressed classes have been 
classified into two sub-categories 
a Untouchable and Depressed 
b Touchable and Depressed 
Untouchables and E»epressed 
Those tribes and castes who are untouchables and depressed on account 
of the unclean habits chiefly in the matter of diet Sixty three (63) castes and 
tribes are enlisted m this category shown m the foUowmg table 2 1 below 
Table-2.1 
Untouchables and Depressed on Account of the Unclean Habits Chieflv 
mthe Matter of Diet 
S.No. 
1 
2 
Castes or Tribes 
Aganya 
Bhuiya 
29 
1 •^ • 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
, 11, 
12. 
13. 
i 14. 
15. 
16. -
17. 
18. 
; 19. 
' 20. 
21. 
22. 
; 23. 
! 24. 
25. 
26. 
27, 
28. 
Bhuiyar 
Chero 
Ghasiya 
Khairaha 
KJiarwar (excluding Banbansi) 
Majhwar (Manijhi) 
Panka 
Parchiya 
Patari 
Kol 
Korwa 
Barimanu 
Bayar 
Dhangai 
Sour 
Silpkar 
Balahar 
Bansphor 
Basor 
Dharkar 
Dom 
Domar 
Aheria 
Bahelia 
Pasia 
Bandi 
' 
30 
29 
30 
1 31 
32 
34 
' 35 
36 
37 
' 38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
Kabana 
Blhatik 
Chik 
Pasi (including Tarmoli) 
E a^lai 
Bhar 
Bhi 
Kmgharia 
Pawaiiya 
Dusadh 
Beriya 
Bengali 
Bhanter 
Habura 
K.arwal (or karaul) 
Sansia 
Badi 
Bajaniya 
Bajgi 
Gual 
Kalabaz 
Nat 
Badhik 
Barwar 
Bawaria 
Gidhiya 
31 
55. 
56 
57 
58. 
59 
60. 
61 
62 
63. 
Saharia 
Sanaurhiya 
Bhangi 
Chamar 
Dhabgar 
Gharami 
Dhobi 
Kori 
Mochi 
Source' Census of India, 1931 
b. Touchable and depressed: 
Touchable depressed are those who are degraded tribally through their 
habits and customs and who follow degrading occupation In this category nine 
(9) castes and tribes are listed (Ibid 628) Name of these caste and tribes are 
given in the following table-2 2 
Table-2.2 
Touchable and Depressed 
Who are Degraded Tribally Through their Habits and Customs and who follow 
Degrading Occupations 
S.No. 
1 
2 
o J 
Caste or Tribes 
Arakh 
Kaparia 
Khairwa 
32 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
Kotwa 
Thaai 
Beldar 
Kharot 
Kumhar 
Luiiiya 
Source: Census of India, 1931. 
Census of India, 1931 enumerates that untouchables and depressed are 
not identical as many people believe There are untouchables who are in no 
sense depressed and conversely there are depressed classes who are not 
untouchables (Ibid: 627). 
3. Backward Classes 
Accordmg to the Census of India, 1931; the untouchables and depressed 
classes are of course backward as well but in addition to these there are other 
tribes and castes both Muslim and Hmdu who whilst not bemg depressed are 
more conspicuously backward than the average tribe or caste. These can be 
divided into two: 
a. Crimmal tribes 
b. Other tribes and castes both Hmdu and Muslim (Ibid: 630) 
33 
a. Criminal Tribes 
In this category thirty-two (32) other tribes and castes are enlisted which 
have been gazetted as criminal in the whole or m any part of the province Out 
of thirty-two (32) other castes and tribes, seventeen (17) are untouchable and 
depressed and remaining fifteen (15) are backward both Hindu and Muslim as 
shown m the followmg table 2.3. But, all them are regarded as backward 
classes. 
Table - 2.3 
Other caste and tribes categorized as backward classes in 1931 census 
S.No. 
1. 
2 . • 
J , 
4, 
5. 
6, 
7. 
8. 
i 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13, 
14. 
15. 
Caste or Tribes 
Banjara 
Bhawapuria 
Gandhila 
Ghosi (Hindu) 
Gujar 
Kewat 
Kisan 
Lodh 
Mallah 
Meo, Mewati, Mma or Mina Meo. 
Ondhia 
Rajput Muslim 
Ranghar 
Rind 
Taga Bhat 
Source: Census of India, 1931. 
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b. Other tribes and castes both Hindu and Muslim 
Census of India 1931, categorized other castes and tribes of Uttar 
Pradesh into three m the Imperial table XIV as: 
1. Advance 
2. Intermediate 
3. Backward 
On the basis of male literacy of any religion. Castes/tribes having male 
literacy 50% and above were categorized as advanced, those castes/tribes m 
which male literacy was between 10-50 % are intermediate and those 
caste/tribe havmg less than 10% male literacy are included in backward as 
shown in the following table 2.4 
Table 2.4 
Classification of other castes and tribes of Uttar Pradesh into three categories 
i.e. advanced, intermediate and backward 
1 S. No. 
! 1. 
1 
2. 
J. 
' 4. 
1 1 
5. 
1 
Category 
Advariced 
Intermediate 
Caste or Tribe 
Kayastha 
Vaishya 
Syed 
Bhuinhar 
Brahman 
1 
1 
35 
6. 
7 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11 
12 
1 
13 
14. 
; 15. 
1 
16. 
1 17. 
1 
' 18. 
' 
1 '^• 
' 20. 
21. 
i 22. 
1 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
Back ward 
Mughal 
Sonar 
Kalwar 
Shaikh 
Rajput 
Halwai 
1 
Tathera 
Pallian 
Katwar 
Bhat 
Korwa 
Tamboli 
Taga 
Dhabgar and Gharami 
Saithwar 
Gosham 
Jat 
Ban 
Mochi 
Nau Muslim 
Tharu 
Julaha 
36 
28. 
29 
30. 
31. 
32 
34. 
35 
36 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
Kurmi 
Bharbhunja 
Manihar 
Darzi 
Lobar 
Barhai 
Tell 
Barai 
Kunjra 
Sansia 
Koeri 
Nai 
Mall 
Faqir 
Barwar 
Qassab 
Hubura 
Gujar 
Dhunia 
Silpkar 
Gidhiya 
Turk 
Lodh 
37 
51 
1 
52 
53 
54 
i 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
1 72 
73 
Meo 
Mallah 
Kathik 
Dharhi 
Luniya 
Saini 
Ahir ' 
Bhishti 
Kachhi 
Kori 
Gond 
Kahar 
Dusadh 
Kanjar 
Gaddi 
Ahar 
Bahelia 
Nat 
Kisan 
Beldar 
Kumhar 
Murao 
Arakh 
38 
' 74. 
75. 
: 76. 
1 77. 
' 78. 
79. 
. 80. 
'• 81. 
82. 
83. 
1 84. 
I 85 . 
86. 
87 
88. 
89. 
90. 
91. 
92. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
Gadariya 
Bhangi 
Badhik 
Dom 
Goriya 
Kewat 
Bhar 
Bhokia 
Agariya group 
Dhobi , 
Chamar 
Pasi 
Baghban 
Kapadiya 
Bawariya 
Kol 
Bayar group 
Saharia 
Bhil 
Kharot 
Khairawa 
1 
Sanaurhiya 
Source: Census of India, 1931, Imperial Table No. XIV. 
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Beside, these backward caste and tribe, mentioned in the above table 2.4, 
the census also listed sixty three (63), those other castes and tribes as backward 
both Hindu and Muslim "for whom figures for imperial table XIV have not 
been tabulated". (Census 1931: 631) are shown in the following table 2.5 
Table 2.5 
Other castes and tribes categories as backward 
S.No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5, 
i 6. 
7. 
8. 
. 9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
Castes/Tribes 
Atishbaz 
Atit 
Bairagi 
Baiswar 
Bargahi (Bargah or Bargoha) 
Bewar 
Bhagat 
Bhand or Naqqal 
Bhathiyara 
Bhotia 
Bhurtia 
Bind 
Bisati 
Bishnoi 
Biyar 
Chai (Cham or Chami) 
40 
17 
1 
! 18. 
19 
1 
20 
21 
22 
1 
23. 
24 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29 
30, 
31, 
1 
32. 
34. 
o r 
36. 
37. 
38 
39. 
40. 
Chhipi 
Churihar 
Dafali 
Dhimar 
Gandharb 
Gandhi 
Ghamk 
Goriya 
Gosain 
Harjala 
Hurkia 
Jhojha 
Jogi 
Joshi 
Kadheria 
Kamkar 
Kanchan 
Kasera 
Khagi 
Khangar 
Kunera 
Lakhera 
Mirasi 
Naik (Plains) 
41 
41. 
42. 
43, 
44. 
i 45. 
I 46. 
j 
1 47. 
48 
' 49. 
50. 
1 
' 51 
! 52. 
i 5 3 . • 
1 
! 54. 
! 
55 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
Nalband 
Orh 
Paturai 
Patwa 
Phansiya 
Qalaigar 
Qalander 
Radha 
Rain 
Raj 
Ramaiya 
Rangrez 
Rangzas 
Saiqalgar 
Seqalgar 
Sejwari 
Singharia 
Soeri 
Sorahiya 
Sunkar 
Tarkihar 
Tawaif 
Tiyar 
- - - - - - - — 
Source: Census of India, 1931 
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BACKWARD CASTES/CLASSES OF U.P. IN POST INDEPENDENCE 
Thus, from the above tables 2 4 & 2 5 we get the Backward 
Caste/Classes of Uttar Pradesh The Central and State Government set-up 
Committees/ Commission to identify the Backward Castes/ Classes The 
Mandal Commission adopted eleven criteria which could be grouped under 
three headings, social educational and economic in order to identify OBCs as 
mentioned in chapter 1, following table 2 6 present the backward classes/castes 
of Uttar Pradesh as mentioned m the Census of India 1931 in column-1 as well 
as m the central and state list of OBCs in column-2 and column-3, 
respectively 
Table-2.6 
S.No. Backward 
classes as per 
census of 1931 
(CoIumn-1) 
Central list of OBCs 
(Colunin-2) 
State listed OBCs 
(Column-3) 
Agana group Abbasi, Bhishti, Sakka Ahena/Aheriya 
Ahar Agn, Kharwal Ahir, Yadav 
Ahir Ahir, Yadav, Gwala Arakh, Arakvanshiya 
Arakh Arain, Rayee, Kunjra Atishbaz, Damgar 
Atishbaz Arak, Arakvanshiya Bairagi 
Atit Badhai, Barhia, Khati, 
Tarkhan, Jangra Brahmin, 
Vishwakarma, Ramgarhia, 
panchal, Deheeman 
Banjara, Mukeri, Rankia, 
Mekrani 
43 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20, 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25, 
26. 
Badik 
Baghban 
Bahelia 
Bairagi 
Barai 
Bargahi (Bargah 
or Bargaha) 
Barhai 
Bari 
Barwar 
Bawariaya 
Bayar group 
Beldar 
Belwar 
Bhagat 
Bhand or 
Nagqal 
Bhangi 
Bhar 
Bharbunja 
Bhathiyara 
Bhid 
Badi 
Bairagi 
Bairwa Berwa 
Baria, Bari, Tamboli 
Bauria Bawria (ex. those 
in SC.) 
Bazigar, Nat. Kalandar 
(ex. Tliose in SC.) 
Bharbhooja, Kanu 
Bhat 
Bhatiara 
Chak 
Chippi, Tonk, 
Dakaut, Prade 
Dhinwar, Jhinwar, Nishad 
Dhobi (other than those 
who are already included 
in the list of SC). 
Dhunia, Pinjara, Kandera-
Karan, Dhunnewala, 
Naddaf, Mansoori 
Fakir 
Gadaria, Gadheri, Gaddi, 
Garri 
Ghasiara, Ghosi 
Gujar, Gurjar 
Jogi, Goswami 
Barahi, Badhai, 
Viswakarma, Ramgarhia 
Ban 
Bind 
Biyar 
Bhand 
Bhar 
Bhatharia 
Bhurji, Bharbhuja, Kandu 
Bot ' 
Chhipi, Chhipe 
Chikwa, Qassab (Qureshi) 
Dafali 
Darzi 
Dhivar, Dhiver 
Dhobi 
Dohar 
Faqir 
Gadaria 
Gaddi, Ghoshi ' 
Gin 
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27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40 
41. 
42 
43 
44. 
45. 
Bhisti 
Bhoksa 
Bhotia 
Bhurtiya 
Bind 
Bishnoi 
Biyar 
Chai (chain or 
chani) 
Chamar 
Chhipi 
Churihar 
Dafali 
Darzi 
Dhabgar and 
Gharami 
Dharhi 
Dhimar 
Dhobi 
Dom(Plain) 
Dusadh 
Julaha, Julaha-Ansari (ex. 
those in SCs) 
Kachhi, Koeri, Murai, 
Murao 
Kalwar 
Kasia, Qassab, Quraishi 
Kasera, Tamera, Thathiar 
Khatgune 
Khatik (excluding those in 
SCs) 
Kumhar, Prajapati 
Kurmi 
Lakhera, Manihar 
Lodhi, Lodha, Lodh, 
Maha-Lodh 
Luhar, Bhubhalia, Saifi 
Machi, Machhera 
Mali, Saini, Southia, 
Sagarwanshi-Mali, Nayak 
Memar,Raj 
Mina/Meena 
Merasi,Mirasi 
Mochi(excluding those in 
Scheduled caste 
Nai, Hajjam, Nai (Sabita,) 
Salmani 
Gosain 
Gujar 
Hajjam (Nai), Saimani, 
NaiSain 
Halalkor, Hela, L-a!begi 
Halwai 
Jhoja 
Kacchi, Kachi, Kushwaha 
Kahar, Tanwar, Singharia 
Kalal, Kalwar, Kalar 
Kasgar 
Kasera, Thatera, 
Tamrakar, Kalaikar 
Kewat or Mailah , 
Kumhar, Sangtarash, 
Hansiri, 
Kisan 
Koeri, Koiri i 
Koshta/Kishti 
Khumar prajapati 
Kunjra orRayeen 
45 
46, 
47 
48 
49. 
50 
51 
52, 
53 
54, 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
Gadariya 
Gadd 1 
Gandhanb 
Gandhi 
Gharuk 
Gidhiya 
Gond 
Gonya 
Gosain 
Goshain 
Gujar 
Habura 
Harjala 
Hurkia 
Jat 
Jhojha 
Jogi 
Joshi 
Julaha 
Kachhi 
Kadhera 
Kahar 
Nalband 
Naqqal 
Pakhiwara 
Patwa 
Pathar chera, Sangtarash 
Rangrez 
Sunar 
Teli,Teli-Malik 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
Kurmi, Kurmi-
Sainthwas/Kurmi-Mall 
Kuthaliya, Bora 
Lodh, Lodha, Lodhi, 
Lodhi-Rajput 
Lobar, Luhar, Saifi 
Lonia, Noniya, Luniya, 
Gole Thakur Nunere 
Madari 
Mali, Saini, Baghban 
Manihar, Kacher, Lakher, 
Lakhera, Churihar 
Marchha 
Mewati,Meo 
Mirasi 
Mochi 
Momin, Julha 
Murao.or Muari, Maurya 
Muslim Kayastha 
Naddaf,(dhunia)Mansoori, 
Bhena, Kandere, Rinijara 
Nalband, sais 
Naqqal 
Nayak 
Nut 
Patwa,Patua,Pathar, Tatwa 
Rai,Sikh,(Mahatma) 
46 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
11 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
1 
Kamkar 
Kanchan 
Kanjar 
Kaparia 
Kasera 
Kewat 
Khagi 
Khangar 
Khairwa 
Kharot 
Khatik 
Kisan 
Koeri 
Kol 
Kori 
Kumhar 
Kunera 
Kunjra 
Kurmi 
Lakhera 
Lodha 
Lobar 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
Raj(Memar) 
Rangrez, Kangwa 
Saqqa-Bhisti, Bhisti-
Abbasi 
Sheik, Sarvari (Pirai), 
Peerahi 
Sonar, Sunar 
Tamboli, Barai, Chaurasia ! 
Teli, Samani, Ragangar, 
TeliMalik (Muslim), Teli 
Saliu TeliRathore 
Unai Sahu ' 
-
-
-
1 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
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90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
Luniya 
Mallah 
Mall 
Manihar 
Meo 
Mirasi 
Mochi 
Murao 
Nai 
Naik 
Nalband 
Nat 
Nau-Mushm 
Orh 
Pasi 
Paturia 
Patwa 
Phansiya 
Qalaigar 
Qalandar 
Qassab 
Radha 
Rain 
Raj 
Ramaiya 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
. 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
1 
-
-
-
J 
-
-
-
-
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115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
Rangrez 
Rangsaz 
Ran 
Saini 
Sainthwar 
Sajqalagar 
Sanaurhiya 
Sainthwar 
Sejwari 
Silpkar 
Singharia 
Soeri 
Sorahiya 
Sunkar 
Tarkihar 
Tawaif 
Teh 
Thaai 
Turk 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
1 
i 
Backward castes mentioned in the above table belong to both Hindu and 
Muslim communities. We could identify some of the major Hindu backward 
caste of Uttar Pradesh as: 
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Aheriya/Aheria, Ahir, Yadav, Arakh, Arakvanshiya Bairagi, Barhai, 
Viswakarma, Ramgaihia, Bari, Bhurji, Bharbuja, Dhobi, Gaderia, Gosain, Nai, 
Jogi, Kumhar, Kurmi, Lodh, Lodha Lobar, Mali, Manihar, Nayak, Raj, Sunar, 
Teli etc. 
Thus, we can conclude that the Kmdu Backward Castes are not a 
homogenous, rather fiiey are heterogeneous and belong to different-occupation 
and economic background for example-caste like Ahir, Yadav, Kurmi, Lodhi 
etc. are agriculturist while some are artisans kumhar. Lobar Manihar etc 
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^ 
CHAPTER -3 
Socio- Economic and Political 
Changes in Backward Castes of 
Uttar Pradesh 
CHAPTER-3 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CHANGES IN 
BACKWARD CASTES 
Analysis in preceding chapter explicitly shows that Backward Castes 
constitute majority population of Hindus However, these castes are not 
homogenous group, they are heterogeneous and differ from one another in 
terms of their demography, social status, occupational traditions In terms of 
demogiaphy some castes aie large m numbers while others are few, some 
appears to be distributed in all over the states, where as others have there 
concentration in some region of the state The table 3 1, shows the share of 
major castes and castes group m the total population of Uttar Pradesh based on 
the census of India 1931, which is the last census that collected caste-wise data 
The intermediate and backward caste together constituted the largest social 
group accounting for nearly 45 percent of total population 
Those caste which are small in numbers appear to dominant m rural 
areas due to their traditional occupation of agriculture example of Jats, Yadav, 
Lodh, Rajput etc may be cited m this regard There are castes which appear to 
be large in numbers belong to occupations of art and handicarft, they may be 
called artisans caste that is kumar, lohar, barhai, manihar etc 
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Table 3.1 
Uttar Pradesh: Caste and Communities; 1931 
S.No. 
1 
2 
3. 
4. 
' 
Category/Caste 
Upper Caste 
Intermediate/Backward castes 
Jat 
Bhumihar 
Yadav 
Kurmi 
LodhS 
Gujjar 
Other OBCs 
Scheduled castes 
Mushms 
Total Population 
20 0 
14 7 
1,6 
04 
87 ! 
1 
35 
0.7 
1.4 
167 
21.0 
150 
Source- Census of India, 1931. 
Hmdu Backward Castes are not merely different m terms of social and 
occupational traditions they are also different m terms of social status. Castes 
which have dominant position m rural economy command higher social status, 
and those castes which are artisans have generally lower social status. Social 
status of Hindu Backward Caste, also vary in tenns of caste hierarchy 
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Meenakshi Jam Categorized Hindu Backward Castes into two category m upper 
shudras and lower shudras. She Writes-
"In concrete terms then, it is possible to divide the Shudra Category 
into iM'o clearly identifiable sub-category what are called the 
upper shudras and loM'er shudras. In North India, the upper shudras 
comprises such economically powerful and politically aggressive 
groups as Jats, Yadavs, Kurmis and Koiris while the lower Shudras 
include the humble Hajjam, Kumbhar, Lohar, Teli, TatM'a, Dhanuk 
andMallah" {19%.\36). 
In this way Hindu Backward Castes are heterogeneous changes among 
them are, therefore not homogenous. Nature and mtensity of changes vary from 
one castes to another depending upon its economic position, occupational 
heritage and social status. However this chapter analyses changes m Hindu 
Backward Castes m general term due to paucity of literature. 
Although the changes started taking place in the life condition of 
Backward Castes from colonial India, speed of changes accelerated after 
independence. Democratic secular India initiated various measures for bringmg 
about change in the life condition of downtrodden and marginalized section of 
society in order to promote constitutional principle of social justice. As a result 
of these measures and other socio-economic and educational development in 
the country, many changes have taken place among Hindu Backward Castes. 
Although, each factor of change is important for accessmg changes among 
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them, two factors are of quite significance These are land reform pohcy which 
was implemented just immediately after mdependence in Uttar Pradesh and 
implementation of second Backward Classes Commission recommendation m 
1990 Beside, there are special scheme of government for enumeratmg 
condition of Hindu Backward Classes However benefits of these schemes have 
not been percolated down m uniform way Some castes appear to be benefited 
more than others In this regard Andre BeteiUe says that "The currents of 
change do not all run m the same direction, sometimes they run counter to one 
another There are on the one hand certam factor which tend to blur the outline 
of the traditional structure and to bridge the gap between the backward classes 
and the advanced section of society The modem educational system may be 
viewed as one such factor, on the other hand, the frequent use made m politics 
of the loyalties of caste and tribes tends m some measure to freeze the 
traditional structure (1969 113) 
POLICY OF LAND REFORM AND ECONOMIC CHANGES AMONG 
HINDU BACKWAIU) CASTES 
Uttar Pradesh government introduced land reform m 1950s The land 
reform or agrarian reform refer to the reformmg of defective structure of the 
land holdings and aie a planned and institutional organization of the relation 
between man and liand The agriculture system that existed at the time of 
independence was consisted of several defects includmg that of tenancy that is 
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the insecurity of tenure and high rents charged by the landlords. The reforms 
aimed to eliminate all forms of exploitation and social injustice withm the 
agrarian system, to provide security for the tiller of the soil and to remove such 
impediments to incrt^ ase in agricultural production as arise from the agrarian 
structure inherited from the past. 
A.K. Khusro says that the main instrument for re-distnbution of income, 
wealth, status, power and opportunities has been thought to be land reform. The 
abolition of zamindan system was expected to transfer the real control of 
agricultural wealth (land) and the income as well as status derived from that 
wealth from the hands of absentee, intermediaries to those of actual cultivators. 
(1959:440).. 
P.C. Joshi says that - "The land problem was one of the Key issues in 
economic development. A clear conception of the land relations which were to 
be adopted as the ultimate goal for the country and status by which this goal 
was to be realized become now an imperative necessity. (Ibid: 452) 
The major objective of land reforms had been to make tenant cultivator 
secure in their land holding by declaring them o^ be permanent, protected and 
non-evitable tenants. A further objectives was to have rent reduced in their 
favour while they remamed tenants and finally to help them purchase the 
holding at extremely favourable prices and become owners. (Ibid: 442) 
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Land reform legislation was primarily responsible for dispossessing the 
big zamindars and empowering class of medium-sized owner-cultivators, many 
of whom belonged to the backward castes (M N Srinivas, 1996 315) 
Meenakshi jam says that the first wave of land reforms aimed primarily 
at conferring ownership rights on erstwhile tenants As a consequence, the 
centre of power shifted from the feudal landlords to the 'market oriented 
independent cultivators'. It has been estimated that as a result of the zamindan 
abolition laws, roughly 20 million tenants become owners Tenancy fell from 
60 to 25 percent and the percentage of owner-cultivators increased from 40 to 
75. Despite charges of large-scale evasion and tenant eviction, the state 
acquired about 14 million acres for distribution in addition to large amounts of 
privately held grazmg, forest and waste land (1996.138) 
In caste terms the prmcipal losers in northern India were Rajputs, 
Thakurs and to a lesser extent Bania, Kayastha and Muslim Landlords. The 
main beneficiaries Avere the erstwhile tenants among Jats, Yadavs, Kurmis, 
Koiris (Ibid- 138) 
Some of the Hindu Backward Castes as we have mentioned earlier were 
associated with agriculture. They were cultivators and tiller but did not own 
much land in pre-mdependence India. After the implementation of land reform 
policy agrarian Hindu Backward Castes were main beneficiaries following data 
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show decline in the land ownership of higher caste and increase in the land 
ownership of Hindu Backward Caste, 
The principal Backward Castes like the Yadav, Kurmis, Lodhs and 
Gujjars controlled six percent of the land in the state in the pre-independence 
period, to as much as twenty percent of the land came to be owned by these 
four castes in the post-independence (together they comprise 15 percent of the 
states population). Taking all the backward castes of U.P, their share increased 
from eight percent Zamindari rights to prior to independence to control over 
thirty eight percent of the land after Independence, (Ibid 197) as shown in the 
table-3.2. 
Table 3.2 
U.P Share of castes m land m pre & post mdependence periods (percent) 
i Caste 
Brahmin 
Thakur 
Bania, Kayastha & FChatn 
Jat, Bhumihar & T>agi 
1 
Ahir, Kurmi, Lodh & Gujjar 
1 Other OBCs 
Scs 
Muslims 
Total 
Pre-Independence 
17 
34 
16 
4 
6 
2 
1 
20 
100 
Post-Independence 
18 
19 
2 
6 
20 
18 
9 
8 
100 
Source ZoyaHsan(1989) 
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Among the upper castes. Brahmins, more or less held mto therr earher 
position Thakur's, however, suffered a big setback They controlled 34 percent 
of the Zammdan rights m the period before mdependence but their share of 
land fell to 19 percent after independence 
Yodendra Singh says that the impact of the land reforms on the agrarian 
class structure has been uneven the real beneficiaries are the intermediate class 
of peasants, who have replaced, the older zamindars m matters of economic as 
well as political power m the country side In U P for example, the traditional 
Zamindars are now being increasingly overwhelmed m economic as well as 
political competition by the middle class peasants belonging to the Ahir, Kurmi 
and other intermediate castes The emergence of the commercial peasants has 
led to socio-economic consequences it has mcreased the efficiency and 
productivity of agriculture and has led the country to what is called green 
revolution 
Green Revolution 
The mtroduction of high-yielding varieties of seeds after 1965 and 
increased use of fertilizers and irrigation are known collectively as the Green 
Revolution, Which provided the increase m production needed to make India 
self- sufficient in food-grains The Green Revolution enabled the small and 
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middle peasants who had some mvestment capacity to commerciahse their 
surpluses (Chnstophe Jaffrelot, 2003 293) 
Zoya Hasan says that "The implementation of land reforms, though halt-
hearted, facilitated the emergence of a powerful class of peasant proprietors, 
who were regarded by the congress as the best guarantor of a stable social and 
political rural order By providing farmer tenants legal rights of ownership, 
Zammdari abolition also led to the mobilization of peasants who began to assert 
themselves agamst upper castes hegemony The process of political 
mobilization gamed momentum after the growth of class differentiation in the 
wake of the new agricultural policies pursued by the U P, government from the 
1960s onwards Under the mtroduction of the new agricultural strategy 
and various state sponsored schemes for extcndmg rural credit and distributing 
the new technological package at subsidized rates contributed to the impressive 
increase m agricultural production The rich and middle level peasants doubled 
their output and increased their income by 70 percent In addition, the rich 
peasants benefits greatly from the central government's new agricultural prices 
policy (1989 121-23j 
In Uttar Pradesh at large between 1960-61 and 1982-83 wheat 
production mcreased fourfold and progresses from 27 percent to 58 percent of 
the food products Using these figures Zoya Hasan Points out that the peasants 
who benefited most Prom this growth were those who possessed at least 10 
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acres and could therefore, invest in new seeds, fertilizers and irrigation In the 
early 1970s, 27 65 percent of these farms of more than 10 acres, were managed 
by middle caste fanners and 52 07 percent by upper castes The Jats of western 
U P, grew wealthy, notably thanks to the increase in sugar cane production 
resulting from extensive irrigation programmes in the framework of the Green 
Revolution (Ibid 293) 
The increasing economic clout of the middle farmers can be judges fiom 
the fact that under tneir pressure investment m agriculture, especially under the 
heads of power and m-igation, was raised from 36 percent m the first plan to 58 
percent m the fifth and sixth plan From 1969-65 to 1978-79 the agricultural 
index increased from 147 to 198 largely due to the tremendous mcrease in 
wheat cultivation m western Uttar Pradesh Meenakshi Jam says that the 
displacement of the large land owners by the middle farmers may be accurately 
described as one of the most significant development of the post-independence 
period The middle farmers today constitute the most powerful group m the 
country side economically as well as politically (1996 184) 
These changes m the economic status of the backward communities had 
far-reachmg social and political consequences The spread of literacy and 
education m the rural areas led to a process of social awakenmg and emergence 
of a new leadership from amongst the mtermediate and backward caste The 
newly awakened mteraiediate caste started clamouring for greater share m 
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political power as well as m government jobs - a demand that ultrmately led to 
the reservation policies of the eighties and the nineties. 
Political Change: 
Ajit Kumar Singh in his articles signs of economic change state that -
"The state witnessed fairly successful land reforms m the fifties resulting in 
abolition of intermediate and transfer of land to the tillers This was followed by 
early attempts at consolidation of holdings These measures laid the foundations 
for the success of the green revolution in the state in the seventies and eighties, 
starting initially from the western region but covering the central and eastern 
regions as well in a relatively short time span. The land reforms and the 
ensuring green revolution led to the emergence of a rich peasantry dominated 
by the intermediate land owing castes like the Jats, Yadavs and the Kurmis. The 
growing economic clout of these farming communities made them a formidable 
political force, bringing about significant changes in the Uttar Pradesh polity 
with power passing from the hands of the upper castes to the intermediates and 
the backward castes (File //H./571 Ajit Kumar Smgh, Signs of Economic 
Change html) 
In Uttar Pradesh the backward castes comprise around 42 percent of the 
population with Yadav's heading the list at 9 percent (Zoya Hasan 1989 154) 
Here, attempts at the political mobilization of the backward castes began soon 
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after independence By the early 1960, the sociahst party under the leadership 
of Ram Manohar Lohia had emerged as the principal spokesman of the castes 
Thereafter the mantle fell on Charan Singh (1967), representation of the upper 
scholar, of (the Yadavs, Kurmis, Lodhs and genius) m the state assembly was 
proportional to there strength m the total population It reached a high of 23 
percent m 1974 but fell by almost 10 percent in 1980, the last year for which 
date is available (Zoya Hasan 1989 176) Despite the fact that the top leadership 
position in the Congress Legislature Party (CLP) never fell mto their hands, in 
1974 upper shuras comprised 15 percent of the CLP 
Chnstophe Jaffrelot says that, however, 1977 was a milestone m the 
quest for power of the lower castes and the kisan, as evident from the social 
profile of MPs who had been returned in the Hmdi Belt The comparison 
between the 1977 figures and those of the precision electrons including 1971 
when the congress had been so successful - suggests mterestmg conclusions 
Even though the change is not dramatic, one can observe obvious contrast, for 
the first time, upper caste MPs represent fever than 50 percent of Hmdi belt 
MPs Correspondmg the share of intermediate castes and OBCs mcreased from 
14 2 percent to 20 percent (2005 232) 
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Table 3.3. 
Caste and Communitv of Hindi Belt MPs, 1971 & 1977 
1 
Caste 
' Upper Caste 
Brahmin 
Rajput 
, Bhumihar 
1 
Banya/Jain 
Kayasth 
! Other 
I 
1 Intermediate Caste 
1 Jat 
Marathas 
OBC 
Yadgv 
Kurmi 
Panwar 
Other 
SCs 
STs 
MusUm 
Others 
Total 
Period 
1971 
53 9 
28.31 
137 
2.28 
5 48 
2.28 
1,83 
4.11 
411 
10.1 
6.39 
2.28 
0.48 
0.92 
18.26 
7.31 
4.57 
0.96 
100 
N=219, 
1977 
98 2 
1637 
13 27 
3.1 
84 
3.1 
3.98 
6 64 
5 75 
0 89 
1 J .J 
6.79 
3.98 
3.09 
17.7 
7.08 
5.774 
1.33 
[ 
100 
N=226 
Source: India's Silent Revolution m U P 
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The backward classe?/ castes become an important political force, which 
no party could ignore the caste composition of UP Legislative Assembly also 
underwent a significant change in the state Assembly fell from 40to 37 percent 
while that of the percent castes mcreased from 20 to 30 percent (Meenakshi 
Jam) no shown m tl-ie following table 3 4 
Table 3.4 
Caste and community of MLA m U P Assembly (1980-96) 
Castes/ 
Communities 
Upper caste 
1 Intermediate 
OBC 
SCs 
1 STs 
Muslims 
Others 
Total 
1980 
39 4 
1 6 
13 7 
21 7 
02 
12 1 
11 0 
100 
1985 
39 4 
1 9 
192 
21 8 
02 
122 
5 1 
100 
1989 
32 5 
1 6 
22 7 
22 
02 
94 
11 1 
100 
1991 
39 
24 
25 2 
22 1 
02 
55 
9 
100 
1993 
26 5 
23 
29 9 
22 
02 
75 
11 2 
100 
1996 
37 7 
23 
24 
21 2 
02 
9 
5 1 
100 
Source India's Silent Resolution by Cliristophe Jeffrelot p 362 
Similar changes also took place in the caste composition of the state 
bureaucracy follov/ing reservation for backwards m government services 
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(Ahmad and Saxena, 1985) In Charan Singh Government Order to 20 August 
1977, Yadav provided for the following scheme of reservations for state 
services and for industrial training institutions 
• OBCs 15 percent m class I, II & III, 
10 m class IV 
SCs 18 
STs 2 
Physically Handicapped 2 
Department of freedom fighter 5 
Ex-millitay officer 8 
After the mtroduction of reservations for the backward classes, the share 
of the Brahmin and Kayastha candidates recruited to state services during 1977-
80 declmed sharply as compared to the precedmg period On the other hand, the 
share of backward castes increased from a low of 46 percent to 13 5 percent 
shown m table 3 5 
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Table 3.5 
U P Officers Recruited to State Level Services 
1 
Caste 
Brahmin 
Kayastha 
Bania 
Rajput 
Khatri 
1 
Muslim 
Sikh 
( Christian 
SCs 
, Jat 
Yadav 
Kurmi 
Gujjar 
Other OBCs 
All groups 
1950-76 
Pifumber 
244 
95 
66 
75 
24 
21 
7 
1 
109 
12 
15 
6 
4 
6 
685 
Percent 
35 6 
13 9 
9 6 
106 
35 
3 1 
1 0 
0 1 
159 
1 8 
2 2 
0 9 
0 6 
0 9 
100 0 
1977-80 
Number 
35 
11 
14 
17 
4 
5 
-
-
26 
4 
4 
5 
3 
-^  J 
Percent 
23 6 
7 4 
9 5 
11 5 
2 7 
34 
-
-
176 
27 1 
61 
34 
2 0 
1 
2 0 
148 100 0 j 
Source (H S Verma) p 39 
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Ajit Kumar Singh is his comparative study of backward castes m 
western UP, said that the newly emerging mtermediate and backward castes 
challenged the hegemony of the upper castes At the same time their interests 
clashed with that of the scheduled castes at the lowest rung of the social 
hjerarehy The scheduled castes which are the matn suppliers of agnculluial 
labour, were also becoming socially more aware and politically better 
mobilized These changes led to gieatci political fragmentation and increasing 
social tension m the countryside witnessed during the past two decades 
particularly m states like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar The process of social and 
political transformation has still not reached its full fruition as the process of 
consolidation of caste consiousness and mobilization is still continuing 
The mentioned benefits of the economic and political changes did not 
effect all farming communities equally Due to their greater political clout or 
due to their numerical strength or greater political mobilization, some of them 
gamed a larger share m the government jobs and other benefits bemg 
distributed by the state For example, the Yadav, also known as Ahir,who had 
been traditionally a cattle herder castes and depended largely on other 
agriculture as their mam occupation But now a days, they are progressive and 
rich agriculturist some of them do business and are in trade, government and 
private services and political leadership among them has emerged at national 
level (PoI,KS Smgti,2005 1550-54) 
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SOCIO-EDUCATIONAL CHANGES 
Due to the implementation of various schemes for socio-economic and 
educational development of backward classes as well as the policies and 
programmes of the Government of India, and the spread of literacy and 
education m the luial aieas led to a process of social awakening m the 
intermediate and Backward Castes 
From, the study conducted by Ajit Kumar Singh m year 2000, in rural 
Uttar Pradesh to compare the socio-economic condition of the upwardly mobile 
intermediate and tiackward farming communities, namely, the Yadav, Jat, 
Gujjar and Lodh, with that of the Upper Castes The study is based on a detailed 
field survey of 2000 rural households selected from 20 villages, have found the 
following data 
'O 
Demographic Characteristics 
Sex-ratio (i e, the number of females per thousands males) is an 
important demographic indicator of social status of a community The sex latio 
was found to be 783 for the sample households The sex ratio was found to be 
particularly advance for the intermediate caste like Jat, Gujjar, Lodh and Kurmi 
Significantly, poorer communities like the other OBCs, SCs and Muslims had 
above average sex-ratio, as shown in the following table 3 6 
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Table 3.6. 
Sex Ratio by Age Group 
1 Caste 
1 
Brahmin 
1 •• 
1 Thakur 
I Bania 
, Jat 
I' 
1 Yadav 
Gujjar 
Lodh 
Kurmi 
Other OBCs 
scs 
Mushm 
1 Total 
0-15years 
7 54 
760 
655 
786 
705 
620 
671 
601 
891 
844 
837 
777 ' 
Age Group 
15 years & above 
784 
960 
721 
796 
801 
720 
671 
797 
819 
778 
- ) 
806 
778 
All 
770 
843 
792 
764 
682 
671 1 
699 
827 
804 1 
822 
783 
Marital Status: 
Average age at marriage is an important indicator of i,ocial 
backwardness In the study it is found that average age at marriage was found to 
be higher for the upper castes, both for males and females Among the 
mtermediate castes, average age at marriage, m cases of both girls and boys was 
higher for the Gujjar and kurmi castes as compared to Jat and Yadav cash, only 
8 percent of persons were married before 16 years of age. This proportion was 
found to be clearly above the average in case of the backward castes like yadav. 
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Kurmi, Lodh and other OBCs. The average age of marriage was found to be 
close to average of all groups even in case of the SCs and Muslims. As shown 
mtable 3.7. 
Table 3.7 
Average Age at Mamage 
' Caste 
Brahm 
Thakur 
Bonia 
Jat 
Yadav 
Gujjar 
Lodh 
Kurmi 
Other OBC 
SCs 
Muslims 
Male 
23.05 
24.25 
22 21 
21.48 
22.12 
20.85 
22.14 
21 83 
21.26 
21.34 
21.61 
Female 
20 21 
21.15 
19.67 
18.71 
18.48 
19.3 
18.81 
19.88 
18.83 
18.80 
18.87 
Married Below 16 year 
(percent) 
5 88 
6.00 
3 03 
7 05 
13.02 
2.87 
12.5 
8 62 
5.87 
7.14 
8.00 
Educational Levels: 
Education is perhaps the most important social indicator. It is a first step 
in improving the socio-economic status of an individual or a community 
Education is not only an instrumental variable, which raises productivity of the 
people, but is to be valued for itself as it enables a person to live a rich cultural 
life. 
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The educational level of Backward Castes is much lower than that of the 
upper castes in India, though the situation is much worse in UP. In 1993 
NCAER survey shows that m UP the literacy rate m the age group 74 and 
above is only 32.5 for SCs and STs, but 48 pe-cent for all Hmdus (UP. Human 
Development report., 2002). 
From the survey conducted by Ajit Kumar Smgh, it is found that the 
literacy of intermediate and backward castes is very low in comparison to upper 
castes. Table 3.8 shows the educational level of the different communities 
Table 3.8 
Population by Educational Levels 
1 Caste 
Brahmin 
Thakur 
Bania 
Jat 
; Yadav 
Gujjar 
•Lodh 
Other OBC 
Scs 
Muslims 
Total 
Illiterate 
27 25 
21.11 
26.71 
31.30 
50.58 
36.48 
22.99 
57.27 
52 47 
58.21 
45.73 
Lltearte 
16.81 
13.33 
21.92 
14.48 
11.62 
13.08 
27.01 
15.26 
20 03 
11.84 
15.48 
: 
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From the above table we find that 45 73 percent persons were ilhterate 
whereas only 15 48 percent were merely literate. Literacy levels show a clear 
relationship with the caste Thus, among higher castes, only VA of the population 
was illiterate about 1/3 persons were found to be illiterate among Jats and 
Gujjars, while among Yadavs This proportion was an high as an 'A and liUlc 
more than Vi of the SC persons were also found illiterate. Highest illiterate was 
found in case of other OBCs and Muslims. 
Sex-wise analysis of educational attamments is even more revealing The 
illiterate females persons is as high as 58.78 percent against the figure of 35.52 
percent for the males as shown in table 3.9. Whereas from another study 
conducted by S^.A. Jafri we find that literacy rate is higher among the male 
Hmdu Backward Castes (78.2 percent) when compared to the total population 
(76.4 percent), whereas \hQ reverse is found for the female Hindu OBCs (57.8 
percent) as compared to the total female literacy raio (59 4 percent) 
Table 3.9 
Male/ Female Population by Educational Levels 
1 
1 Caste 
i 
1 
, Brahmm 
1 
1 
! Thakur 
Bania 
Illiterate 
Male 
20.51 
16 67 
20 93 
Female 
36 00 
26 19 • 
35 00 
Literate 
Male 
12 82 
12 50 
24 92 
Female 
22 00 
14.29 
1833 
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1 Jat 
1 Yadav 
1 
' Gujjar 
Lodh 
Kurmi 
1 Other OBCs 
• SCs 
Muslim 
> Total 
21,59 
41 06 
25 69 
12.50 
55 00 
46.88 
40 97 
48.90 
35 52 
43 57 
63 05 
52 30 
38 57 
78 57 
69.81 
66.73 
69,52 
58 78 
11 99 
10 73 
13.12 
23 08 
40 00 
15.26 
20.07 
10.57 
14 62 
17 63 
12 78 
13 01 
32.86 
14 29 
15.26 
19.98 
13.37 
16 57' 
Thus we find that the literacy rate among mtermediate and backward 
castes has increased, but the literacy rate of intermediate and backward caste is 
still very low than the upper caste in rural areas where as urban areas literacy 
rate is higher among Hindu backward caste than the upper caste. 
Occupational Status: 
Employment status of a person not only determines his/her income level, 
but also social status as well. A survey, conducted by Ajit Kumar Smgh m rural 
areas of Western U.P. around VA of the intermediate caste (i.e. Jats, Gujjars and 
Yadavs) reported cultivation as their mam occupation 
Animal husbandry is the second most important occupation after 
agriculture for most of the communities belonging to the higher or intermediate 
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castes like Thakur^s, Lodhs, Jats and Gujjars engaged highly in this occupation 
whereas Yadavs other OBCs and Mushm relatively less engaged m this. 
About one fifth populahon earned their living from wage labour m 
agricultural or other activities. In which SCs, Muslims and other OBCs 
dependent highly on wage labour where as Jats, Yadavs and Gujjars reported 
less as 5.76 percent, 3,80 percent and 2.39 percent respectively dependent on 
wage labour. 
The upper castes occupy a place of predominance m the non-agricultural 
occupation as compared to intermediate and backward castes. As shown in the 
following table 3.10 
Table 3.10 
Workers by mam Occupational Categories 
Caste 
Brahmin 
Thakur 
Bania 
Jat 
Yadav 
1 Gujjar 
j — ... ,.. 
Lodh 
Kurmi 
Other OBCs 
Agriculture 
53,06 
53,66 
34.92 
69.19 
77.54 
76.33 
39.74 
93,33 
60.18 
Animal 
Husbandry 
10,13 
26,83 
15.37 
19,67 
11,78 
15,31 
23,08 
6,67 
10.23 
Labour 
5.06 
0 
23,81 
5.76 
3,8 
3.02 
34,62 
0 
Government 
Jobs 
11,39 
2,44 
4,76 
1.82 
2.99 
0.93 
0 
0 
25.59 1 00 
74 
SCs 
Muslim 
Total 
41 81 
33 33 
61 84 
8 44 
12 64 
13 08 
44 61 
32 18 
18 03 
0 69 
0 
1 87 
Whereas survey conducted by S S A Jafri m urban UP found that the 
unemployment rate among the Hmdu OBCs is lower as compared to the total 
population And m government jobs the proportion of Hindu OBC male is 
higher by 1 8 percent than their share m total population while proportion ol 
their females is lower by 14 7 percent than their share m total population 
Thus, It IS found that the high proportion of intermediate and backward 
caste are engaged m agricultural and wage labour compared to upper caste 
similarly m case of government jobs, the proportion of higher caste was 
distinctly higher as compared to the intermediate or lower caste 
Thus, m short it may be said that backward castes are not homogenous m . 
terms of their socio-economic and political status but they are hetrogenous, 
changes have occurred in the socio-economic and political conditions of the 
backward communities due to land reform green revolution, land ceiling and 
other welfare measures But the cuirents of changes are not same in all 
backward castes However a small section of people from upper backward 
castes enjoyed fruits of power and authority castes like Yadavs Koins 
Kurmis While others enjoyed less power and authority like leli. Lobar, 
Kumhar etc 
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CHAPTER - 4 
Conclusion 
hi m 
CHAPTER-4 
CONCLUSION 
Caste has been widely used to describe ranked groups within rigid 
system of stratification and especially, those, which constitute the society of 
Hindu India Among social scientists and especially among those who have 
worked m India, there are basically two views (i) that caste system is to be 
defined in terms of its Hindu attributes and rational and therefore, is unique to 
India, (u) that the caste system is to be defined m term of structural features are 
found not only m Hindu India but m a numbci of other societies as well Those 
who hold the later view find caste groups m Arabian Peninsula, Polynesia 
North America, East Africa, Gutemala, Japan, Origmal North America, and the 
contemporary United State 
Caste System is one of the institution of Indian Society, which does not 
have Its parallel m other societies Therefore, it has been referred as unique 
institution of Indian Society The concept of Backward Castes did not exist 
before British rule Backward castes are defined as socially, educationally, and 
economically backward 
The "Other Backward Classes" is an administrative euphemism for the 
shudras It comprises congeries of communities located in the middle of the 
traditional stratification system It is thus a social layer intermediate between 
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the twice bom castes and the dahts or untouchables. Castes superior to the daht 
m ritual rank and occupational status placed in the lower reaches of the 
traditional society are included under this reference 
Other Backward Classes were never homogenous population m terms of 
their socio-economic and political status They are heterogeneous group, some 
are agriculturalists like Ahir, Kurmi, Lodh, Gujjar etc. While some caste like 
blacksmith, Kumhar, goldsmith, Manihar belong to artisans class and others 
sei"vices. 
Introduction of democracy and constitution in itself is a biggest effort 
made after independence for the empowerment of Other Backward Classes 
Land reforms measures followed by changes in cropping patterns, irrigation and 
mechanization of agriculture accentuated differences within the peasantry and 
contributed to the emergence of a class of rich peasants. Rich peasants, house 
holds made the greatest gains from the new 'agrarian strategy' m the 1960s and 
1970s while the conditions of the small peasants worsened because of their 
inability to meet the increasing cost of production. The evidence from the 
Green Revolution areas in most parts of the country points to increasing 
inequalities that have marked the transition of agriculture from a predominantly 
feudal order to an mcreasmg capitalist order The emergence and domination of 
rich peasants is the most striking feature of the rural power structure in these 
areas. 
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Rich and middle peasants play an important part m the politics and 
economy of Uttar Pradesh Land reforms and land consolidation measuies in 
the 1950s confirmed rich and middle peasants m land ownership of land After 
Zamidan abolition this group was primarily interested m preserving the existing 
pattern of land relations Over the years, their primacy was bolstered because 
they were able to use the levers of powers to their advantage, and having 
maximized their material gains during the green revolution They acquired 
political powers to legitimize their positions Their consolidation as a politically 
powerful group and their strident demands articulated in class terms m the 
1970s, gave a definite thrust to certain crucial polices which mcreasmgly came 
to benefit the dominant classes 
The second land mark in the low castes rise to power was precisely due, 
m the late 1980s and early 1990s to the electoral victory above of the second 
Janata and the implementation to the Mandal Report This move showed that 
quota politics had taken over fiom 'kisan politics' The Jats left the codlition 
whereas the lower castes mobilized m North India where they were still 
marginal to all the centers of power They formed a front against the upper 
castes vocal hostility to the new reservations So the affirmative action 
programmes had at last prompted them to fight united as one group, the 'Other 
Backward Classes' As a result Other Backward Classes leaders were returned 
in large numbers to Parliament and took power in U P 
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The newly emerging intermediate and backward castes challenged the 
hegemony of the upper castes. The reservation m the services is yet another 
move towards equitable control of the vehicle developments, i e bureaucracy 
Reservation in education institution has encouraged the backward castes to get 
educated and prepare themselves for participation m all walks of life. 
But in fact, the development process of the past has done little to change 
the status of all the Backward Castes From the precedmg chapters, it is evident 
that the aforesaid benefits of the economic and political changes did not affect 
all backward communities equally Due to the,'- greater political clout or due to 
their numerical strength or like greater political mobilization some of them 
(Yadavs, Jats, Gujjars, Kurmis) have made headway educationally as well and 
are seeking greater access to government jobs through reservations policies 
These intermediate and backward castes enjoy relatively better economic 
conditions as compared to the mostly group of castes called remaining other 
backward castes, who together form the relatively poor section of the middle 
classes in rural areas Their control over land and other assets is relatively less 
and they are also lagging behind the intermediate castes m terms of educational 
developments and income levels 
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SUGGESTIONS 
1 Concrete steps are adopted or long -term strategy for the upliftment of the 
downtrodden communities 
2 Strategy should be made for the creation of an appropriate policy 
environment for rapid economic growth along with a strategy of human 
resources development 
3 'Policy' planners have to take note to suitably calibrate their specific 
target group based emancipation and empowerment measures 
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